CCniifjirejas u f life llmicij States 



July H, 200) 



The; Ho no nib Is George W Bush 
Presidium of I Ik: United States 
The- While House 
I. fi()0 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Deiti" Mr. fi'eKi doi^i: 

On December 23., J.999, in a widely reported unci herakled evens, Kreddie Med<s ofl./jS- Aiu'ekis 
received a preiikkntial pardon that was intematiooidly viewed as righting a vciy old wrong. Mr. Miieks 
i.s otii.: of the few surviving black sailors convicted by (he Navy of mutiny following the catastrophic 
explosion id the i'ort Chicago Nfavid Marine, in California in 194^. As Members of CongrWS- who 
have long supported justice for the FoU Chicago sailors, we are grateful to the Navy, the FBI', the 
Pardon Attorney, the Department of Justice, rtnd all those who played a rok j . in considering Mr. Meeks' 
appeal fijicS sec lid ng the well-justified p anion, 

Now, v.':; resp eel fully aiik yoii, based on the substantial evidence about the case developed (0 
conjuration with the Mwks appeal, 10 use your inc^(lrmu>l power i-<> (SSiAc pardons or other 
appropriate Executive clemency la the rami iu.i rig 49 sil.iiorS who should rUSVC-r have been tried for or 
convicted of mutiny in tfic first place. 

Soch an notion would hdp bring closure to the many mem hers of the families of men who have passed 
away unci Ui many more- in eluding the relatives atld descendants of those who perished at Port 
Chicago - who have come to sec the, dctttrly sailor's burvion as an important cause. The vsiy extensive 
editorial, press and media coverage {including a festure film and two ciiolo documentaries) of (he 
Meeks ease and ['he Port Chicago story irs general, the active support of veterans a.nd civil rights 
groups, and ihe broad bipartisan support demo tistrafeti by a mwumotis vote of the California 
Legislature in 1999, illustrates (he popularity with winch your Executive action would ho greeted. 

Bvlmi roore importantly, it would establish (br the historical record ihe inappropriateness of ihe 
prosecutions themselves for such an extreme and unsubstantiated charge as uiJJtmy. Por these rnen to 
curry the stigma of si\ oh a conviction., given tin: historical facts of the Port Quo a go case, is a dis^aee 
and eim only he corrected by your acsion as Presidenl. 



IMiirvTV.Li tin i!f:Ci'tlH) I'n-PiH 



As all those who have reviewed (he case now recognize, racism was a pervasive and humiliating feature of 
life at Port Chicago Black sailors were not only exclusively assigned to the loading of munitions subject 
to the orders of white officers, but were also housed, fed and drilled separately: they were not even 
permitted to use the same rest room facilities. Black sailors were given no training in the handling of the 
munitions, were not given any equipment (such as gloves), were misinformed about the nature of the 
hazards of the weapons, and were denied the compassionate leave provided to white officers after the 
explosion that killed 320 of their fellow Navy men. 

Nevertheless, most of those who were ultimately convicted by the court martial played a key role in the 
gruesome tasks of collecting body parts for which they earned commendations. Ultimately, the 50 sailors 
were individually convicted of mutiny - the most serious military offense possible - by judges who 
considered their fate in less than an hour and a half despite months of evidence and cross-examination. 
Pleas for leniency and reviews of the convictions from President and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Tburgood 
Marshall and others were ignored. 

Mr. Meeks' pardon in 1999 was a very important step in establishing a more balanced and compassionate 
historical view of the Port Chicago story. But mo 1 ;! of those who were improperly charged with mutiny are 
no longer alive to request a pardon. Many, in fact, were so ashamed of dieir wrongful prosecution and 
imprisonment that they died without ever disclosing their past conviction, even to their closest family 
members. 

The extensive research developed by the law firm of Morrison and Foerster as well as by the Navy, the 
FBI, and the Office of the Pardon Attorney and the Department of Justice in conjunction with the Meeks 
case provides invaluable evidence that such an action on your part is warranted. We would be delighted to 
provide your Counsel's office with these and other supporting materials. 



We appreciate your consideration of our request, and we would be pleased to work with you and the White 
House staff to help achieve our goal of a Presidential pardon or other appropriate act of clemency for the 
Port Chicago 50. 
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